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LLWG,
 
Please see attached ENGIE’s comments regarding the Batch Study process.
 
Thanks, 
 
Milad Javadi, PhD, PE
Senior Engineering Advisor, Transmission and Interconnection
ENGIE North America
milad.javadi@engie.com
M: (469) 847-8848
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		ENGIE North America INC appreciates the opportunity to comment on ERCOT new Large Load interconnection process – the Batch Study process. ENGIE North America INC requests the following modification in the Batch Study process ERCOT proposed on 02/03/2026 during the Large Load Interconnection Batch Study Workshop.



· Extending the in-service cutoff date for inclusion in Batch 0A from June 30, 2027, to March 1, 2028, for LLIs with an approved Steady-State and Stability studies within five months prior to the March 2026 start date of the Batch 0A study



With the currently proposed cutoff date, LLIs with energization dates prior to June 30, 2027 may be included in Batch 0A. However, LLIs with planned in-service dates between July 1, 2027, and June 30, 2028 will be studied in Batch 0B and may receive their study results by mid-February 2027.



Large load customers, namely data centers, will not be able to initiate any major pre-energization milestones related to financing, ordering long-lead-time equipment, or construction before receiving confirmation from ERCOT that their new facility will have firm load interconnection rights at the requested POI. Additionally, construction of a data center typically takes 18-24 months and cannot be initiated before knowing how many MW of load will be allocated to the large load customer. In other words, the mid-February 2027 release of Batch 0B study results will impose significant delays on the in-service dates of data centers planning to go online between July 1, 2027, and June 30, 2028.



With the inclusion of LLIs that have their Steady-State and Stability study results approved within the five months preceding the March 2026 start date of the Batch 0A study, ERCOT’s concerns regarding the freshness of study results would also be addressed without jeopardizing data center project viability due to a significantly delayed in-service date.



Thus, we respectfully request ERCOT that under PUCT’s Good Cause Exception extend the cutoff date for inclusion in Batch 0A to the end of Q1 2028 (March 01, 2028), to provide large load customers/data center developers sufficient time to receive study results by the end of June 2026 and plan for several steps required to bring a new data center online in a timely fashion.



· Extending the PG Section 9.5 requirements fulfillment cutoff date for inclusion in Batch 0A Study for LLIs with an approved Steady-State and Stability studies on or before January 31, 2026 



The proposed January 28, 2026 cutoff date significantly shrinks the PG Section 9.5’s 180-day agreement-execution window for several LLI requests. Load Customers that have completed PG Section 9.4 required studies but are waiting on TSP for execution of PG Section 9.5 agreements are subject to an administrative bottleneck, which is out of their control. Extending the deadline will not negatively impact the current timeline for Batch 0A Study, and just provides a fair opportunity to LLI requests which are well advanced in completion of their studies and obtained ERCOT’s approval, more time to execute and fund the project with the TSP.



We respectfully request ERCOT that under PUCT’s Good Cause Exception extend the deadline to March 01, 2026 for LLIs that have received ERCOT’s approval for Steady-State and Stability studies before January 31, 2026 and have are actively working with the associated TSP toward execution of required agreements and posting the required financial requirement outlined in PG Section 9.5.



· Good Cause Exemption Concern



ENGIE North America understands the need for the proposed "Good Cause Exception" to transition Large Load Interconnections into a Batch Study process. However, we do have concerns since the ERCOT protocols are still in effect until the Good Cause Exemption is approved by the Commission. To maintain market certainty and protect Texas's reputation as a stable environment for large-scale investment, ERCOT rather than using the proposed retroactive cutoff dates currently referenced in the process should adopt the following cutoff criteria:



Cutoff Date: The date of ERCOT’s formal presentation to the Commission (February 20, 2026) or date of Commission approval must serve as the jurisdictional boundary and ERCOT should not file a request for a Good Cause Exception that has cutoff dates that disrupt projects with signed IAs and steady-state approvals prior to the Commission approval.
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